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have in them nothing absolute and final, inasmuch
as they are mere deductions from a process which
is always developing and transforming itself.
Systems of morals, maxims of conduct are so
many landmarks left to show the route by which
the soul is marching; casts, as it were, of her
features at various stages of her growth, but
never the final record of her perfect countenance.
And that is why the current morality, the positive
institutions and laws, on which Parry insisted with
so much force, both have and have not the value he
assigned to them. They are in truth invaluable
records of experience, and he is rash who attacks
them without understanding; and yet, in a sense,
they are only to be understood in order to be
superseded, because the experience they resume
is not final, but partial and incomplete. Would
you agree with that, Parry, or no ? "

" I am not sure," he said. " It would be a
dangerous doctrine to put in practice."

"Yes," I said, "but I fear that life itself is a
dangerous thing, and nothing we can do will make
it safe. Our only hope is courage and sanity."

"But," said Dennis, "to return to the other
point, on your view is our knowledge of Good
altogether subsequent to experience ?"

" Yes," I replied, " our knowledge is, if you like;
but it is a knowledge of experience in Good. We
first recognize Good by what I call direct percep-
tion ; then we analyze and define what we have
recognized; and the results of this process, I
suppose, is what we call knowledge, so far as it
goes,"